MESOPOTAMIA            [BAGHDAD
of people from Hit live who appear to be generally
disliked. The Isar and Khafaja tribes are said to
have contemplated establishing a Government of
their own in Hillah, but the Zobeid, Beni Hassan,
and Fatlah turned them out* After a few days the
inhabitants of the town came dribbling back from
Najaf and other places. The nine mukhtars of the
town began collecting rifles, distributing Govern-
ment grain, and fortifying all entrances. There
must be at present about 1,500 rifles in the town,
of which 40 or 50 are English.
After leaving Sheikh Ibrahim we rode into Hillah,
where we had a most enthusiastic reception.
Nearly 1,000 armed men, in three or four groups,
danced out to meet us and escorted us with shouts
and occasional shots through the ruined streets.
The women were especially shrill in their welcome.
It; is no exaggeration to say that a quarter of the
town is in ruins. The narrow streets are choked
with debris and refuse. The Turks, the tribes, and
the townspeople themselves seem to have vied with
each other in indiscriminate looting and destruction.
The nine mukhtars, each of whom is trying to make
himself into a sheikh, have taken no steps to
restore order. The bridge, which consists of only
eight shakhturahs (flat-bottomed boats), has not
been put together, though the materials are all to
hand. Shots are fired at all hours of the day and
night. A black slave named Zanga is allowed to
terrorise travellers and assault women from a fort
not two miles outside the town on the Hindieh
road, and all the 1,500 armed men of the town are
unable to stop it. For a fortnight or more both the
Baghdad and Hindieh roads have been closed to
all who prefer not to be robbed en route. The flow
of grain from Afej and Daghara has been seriously
interfered with. No one will drive sheep into
Baghdad, In fact, the tribes near the town are